140,000 At Capitol 
For Silent Homage 
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small children, in order to pay 
their own private tribute to the 
slain President. Luckier ones 
made it in seven hours. 

With scarcely a break in the 
steady shuffle of feet across the 
stone floor of the rotunda the 
solemn procession went on from 
3 p.m. Sunday through the aft- 
ernoon, night and morning. 

Police estimated 140,000 have 
passed the bier by 9 a.m. when 
the Capitol doors were closed. 
They estimated another 50,000 
would be left outside. 

. When plans for the public 
viewing were announced it was 
thought the doors could be 
closed at 9 o’clock Sunday night 
with another brief session in the 
morning. Then it was decided 
to keep the casket on view “as 
long as anyone was there to see 

9 Miles Of People 
At 9 o’clock Sunday night 
people were massed in a slow 
moving throng that was oy 4 . 
miles long by the speedometer 
of an amazed congressman 
Rep. William J. Randall, D-Mo. 

There were elderly couples 
helping each other along. There 
were people on crtuches and in 
wheel chairs. There were teen- 
age girls in spike-heeled shoes. 
There were' families with as 
many as five small children, be- 
ing alternately carried by their- 
weary parents, all fighting to 
stay awake as the night wore 
on. 


beyond anything that had been 
expected. 

Through the night an incredi- 
ble outpouring of men, women 
and children inched along the 
streets outside the Capitol, 
climbed the steep stairway of 
the east front and moved slow- 
ly past the casket of John F 
Kennedy. 

10 Hours Of Waiting 
For some it meant a 10-hour 
wait in freezing temperatures 
without food or water, carrying 


^ lands. but there was no 
thought of leaving. The only ex- 
planation they could give to any- 
one who asked why they did it 
"e was our President.” 
une ot the mourners was for- 
mer heavyweight boxing cham- 
pion Jersey Joe Wolcott. He 
was moving slowly past the cas- 
ket alone when a newsman rec- 
ognized him. 


